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Everyone knows that elephants have trunks. 


BX HS seta & fH efaat Ar ys ach . 


But many, many years ago they had no trunks 
at all. At that time, there lived in Africa an 


elephant calf, he was awfully curious. 


Afheat SEA Ae Veet Saat Ar als Ys al at. 
3a GAS, ahr A UH sell Hl Fea Wear A. 
at aget foray er. 


He kept bothering his aunt ostrich, asking her 
why her tail feathers were growing the way 


they were, and not the other way round. 


ae Heh Ure MALAT Hl We ALA Le A. 
a SAS FSA Tear a fH sah YS H TE sa 
Re F Fa Fe VE 8, aT Qa Re A RT ae ae 
W 8? 


He kept bothering his uncle giraffe, 


asking him why he had spots on his skin. 


ae STA Dra TaN Al Wet AXA Wea 
UT, SAN YS Wal Ul fe Sah NN W 


He kept bothering his aunt hippo. 


Asking her why her eyes were so red. 


And the fat aunt hippo would always 


give him a punch with her heavy hoof. 


ae Het Urey erat Hl Gael ALA Yea A. 
SAG FSA WaT A fee SHAT HI Sate Aet 
fer aArel art fecal sae SA Hse ANT | 
a Uh Ara ANH a. 


But even this didn't make him less 
curious, and he kept asking his uncle 


baboon why melons were so sweet. 


afHa so Ta A at 3a eet & aed FF 
Iga S YG Wea at fh gst scat Als 


One fine morning the little elephant asked: 


"What does a crocodile eat for dinner?" 


TH Este Ole get F AX ed FT Yo: 
"HIRACS Ud & Ga A FM Gal B" 


Nobody had ever asked such things and 
everybody shouted: "Hush! Hush!" and 


rushed at him with punches. 


feet at matt Cat sta at Ter eh. 
fet Wa Redan Proret faeane: "TT Tel! 
ae Yell" ait fee ¢ 3a Aral SAR ae. 


They'd been beating him for a long time, but when they 
stopped, he ran up to a colocolo bird and said: 


"And still I'm eager to know what the crocodile eats for dinner." 
And the colocolo bird said: 


"Go to the river Limpopo. There you will find out everything." 


af 3a set CX TH Hed Ve, aha Gt F Bh, at GleT 
Bret var apletarelt vail & ure sar sik see Yor: 


"He A seit sit Ug octet aH ScqH & fe AACS Ud 
& Get A FA Gad F2" 


3k aretrret vail A wer: 


"fhe Pa fereater atdl wx ons. ael Ges AIS Tat 


"O. K. Bye-bye! I'm off for the Limpopo!" 


The little elephant shouldered 100 pounds of 
bananas, 100 pounds of sugar-cane, and 17 


crisp green melons. 


"Sip el aretfaen! A ferrurat acl UX ST Yer &!" 


Ble Bet 7 100 W3s Hel, 100 Wss eo HN 
17 PLAX Bt WgGot He Heit WT Far. 


He ate the melons while walking, and threw the peels 
to the ground (he had nothing to pick them up with). 


Finally he reached the Limpopo. 


The first thing that caught his eye was a two-coloured 
python — a rocky serpent. 


Saat Ueda Mgt Be sik fSent Ht aAtet wT 
the fear (See Sort & fae sas UH Ho at eM). 


STRATE ae ferearat atch a Pert TET. 


TI Teel SHA AST Va at Lait atel Hove WL St 
- at Uh Ueelelt ATT aM. 


"Will you be so kind to tell me what the 
crocodile eats for dinner?" 


"What a stupid thing to ask!" said the python 
angrily and gave the little elephant a punch. 


"Fa Ta Sdeit pur ay 3k AS ae sarzivey fe 
AIMACS Ud & Ge A FM Gal B?" 

"US Yoo feet Saepthl ant sa sl" sore A TKS 
A Her 3 sae aft wre great Hl UH ArH ANT. 


"How strange." Said the elephant: 
"| was beaten by my father. And my 
mother. And my uncle used to beat me. 


And the same thing happens here." 


"fae 3toile €." Bret at eT: 
"ae AL ar at det sie AL at a aff, 
3k AX aren a aft AS ter. 
3 He aer af aer et ers." 


The little elephant said a polite 


good-bye to the python and went on. 


Soon he came across a Sort of a log. 


Me eet a 3a al faaaar A 
3tefaer er ZN THX AY 3irel Se FTA. 


seq él 3H Uh ate HT Acor fea. 


But it wasn't really a log. 


It was a crocodile. 


ame HAA A al Acor ae A. 
al Uh ARCS IM. 


And the crocodile gave him a wink, like this. 


3k ARATE Ft ole eet SH NE S HTT AN. 


The little elephant was terribly glad and he said: 
"You are the person I'm looking for! Tell me. 


Please. What do you eat for dinner?" 


ler ee Tet Ger FIT 3 Saer HET: 
"da del catea et foray St corer eft! poa4r 
AA TAH, TA Ud & Gel A FA Ged Br?" 


"Come a bit closer, sonny, 


and I'll whisper it in your ear." 


"atst AL A GT 33, dcr, HIN 
A GER are A See Papasan." 


The little elephant at once bent his ear 


to the crocodile's large-toothed mouth. 


fire ore ere at Ra ANAS & as 
adh are Ag & HX AGE let GAT Tea. 


"Starting today, I'm going to eat young elephants." 


And the crocodile caught him by his little nose. 


"sat OA Oe sar Ht Wasa." 
3ik Ue He HeNATS AF ole sell 
al SAAT Bel ale A Us fer. 


And he tugged and tugged... And the elephant's 


nose grew longer and longer. And it hurt badly. 


ae Ar are adt sik at ated dell aS. 
W Sas ore great HY sea ae sft gM. 


"Stop it! That'll do! Stop it!" 


Bellowed the little elephant through his nose. 


"iq FY! Sco TEA Bl HH Seq HAN" 
Oe erat J Bell ale A aels Aas. 


Having heard that, the two-coloured python 


rushed down from the rock to his rescue. 


US TAR, at LT Ae HoT eel A 
ald Saka SHAT Aaa & fer alsr. 


The two-coloured python tugged with 
greater force and. Finally, the crocodile 


let go of the elephant's nose. 


ata HT Hart at GN A dra 3k 
3a A ANAS A eet A ae oes 4. 


The little elephant had to take care of his stretched 
nose as soon as possible. So he wrapped it up with 
damp banana leaves. 


"What are you doing?" asked the two-coloured python. 


"| want my nose to be short again." 


HE Set HT HF Heh at Ey ale HT Laer Tal 
MT. Saat shel SA AA Hel H Gal A AUT. 


"We GH FA AT WS Br" aN alot Tota at TOT. 


"A alec & fee AL ate Me A ler et are." 


"It's really a wonder how some can't see what's to 
their own benefit," said the python. "You haven't 


seen your nose yet. It's a real treasure of a nose." 


"We aang seas At aa F foe HH aT 317s 
wad Ar drat Ht st agt cw urd 8," soe a 
hel. “THe Hai ah seit ah ate Cat 8. 
GENT alah atte A Uh elt &." 


"Thank you," said the elephant. "I'll take that into 
consideration and try my nose on my family." And 


the little elephant went back home the same way. 


"gaa," st a Hel. "A SA aa H Cara A 
Tat HR HTT GRA WL HGeht ae 
UL ATs Tea aa. 


And he picked up the melon peel he had 
thrown away on his way to the Limpopo. 


He walked waving his trunk. Flies gave him a 
lot of trouble. But the moment he struck 
them with his trunk, they fell dead. 


3 sae 3a GST HT SorHt Ht Sora ait 
Saet Toreuray sit Waa a 2B. 


de del Ust ste Ys feo ga. Afeeat a 
3S FET Relet far. afer SI St Teer 
set YS A 3a WK aN Phar, afew AC AS. 


If he wanted to have a snack, he 
reached his trunk to the ground for 


some grass and put it into his mouth. 


3 3A HS Oel HT Ses 
eich, at ag aoe US A ae 
mt deat Gel Ag A Stet Aa. 


When the sun was too hot, he put his trunk 


into the river and poured water over himself. 


AT AT Tet TH ST SA, A aS 3TTeHt YS ar 
A galt i HT MT W Welt Seitaar A. 


One fine night he came to his dear relatives. 


"Will you come up here so we give you a punch 


or two for your unbearable curiosity!" 


Uh Us Fe Het CaN Redant & oe atts WaT. 


"SRI Ta saR 3 ore HIB af eA Pee 3rtechla 
forint & few dee Ua-at 3k ES AR Tel" 


"Why, you know nothing about punches, 


as for me, I'm a good judge of them!" 


"eat, Ja gat & at A pe ael etd, Tel ah 


"What an ugly nose!" said uncle baboon. 
The little elephant caught him by his leg 


and threw him into a wasps' nest. 


"Thode TAA ale Sl" UAT Get FT HET. 
ole eet a Na saat Ht sah WS oeHst 
3 3a ada & ahact A the fea. 


And the little elephant became so angry 


that he beat up all his dear relatives. 


Since them all elephants have a trunk like 


that of the curious little elephant. 


HR fer ote get Hl sce sear ara fe 
Seal HTet BIT a Redenit wl TAHT Uier. 
ag 8 aeit efeat Fr as sa ole forg ole 
erat Ar Ys shit atch &. 


